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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable JON
TESTER, a Senator from the State of
Montana.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty God, You give Your spirit
to all who truly desire Your presence.
Lord, today, strengthen the Members
of this legislative body. Lord, strength-
en them not only to see Your ideal but
to reach it. Strengthen them not only
to know the right but to do it.
Strengthen them not only to recognize
their duty but to perform it. Strength-
en them not only to seek Your truth
but to find it.

Empower our lawmakers to go be-
yond guessing to knowing, beyond
doubting to certainty, and beyond re-
solving to doing. Give our Senators the
deep inner peace of knowing that You
have heard and answered this prayer
for power.

We pray
Amen.

in Your mighty Name.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable JON TESTER led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The bill clerk read the following let-
ter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, January 31, 2007.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

Senate

appoint the Honorable JON TESTER, a Sen-
ator from the State of Montana, to perform
the duties of the Chair.
ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.
Mr. TESTER thereupon assumed the
chair as Acting President pro tempore.

—————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.
———
RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
——
SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we will be
in a period for the transaction of morn-
ing business for 60 minutes. The first
half is under the control of the Repub-
licans, the second half under the con-
trol of Senator WYDEN. Following
morning business, we will resume H.R.
2, the minimum wage bill.

As I indicated in closing yesterday,
we expect Senator KYL to be here this
morning when we resume the bill. I un-
derstand a number of conversations
have taken place among Senators BAU-
CUS, GRASSLEY, KYL, and KENNEDY re-
garding these amendments. It is antici-
pated once we are back on the bill
there will be debate with respect to one
or more of the Kyl amendments and
that a vote in relation to an amend-
ment could occur sometime around
noon today.

Once we have completed action on all
the amendments, then it is my hope
that we can yield back all the time
postcloture and then dispose of the
substitute amendment. If we have to
run the full 30 hours on the substitute,
I think I am correct in stating that the
30 hours would expire at about 6:40 this

evening, cloture having been invoked
yesterday at about 12:40 p.m. Of course,
once all that time has expired or been
yielded back and the substitute has
been disposed of, cloture on the bill
would occur immediately and auto-
matically.

Mr. President, just a couple of com-
ments. When we complete the debate
on minimum wage and the bill is com-
pleted, we move to Iraq, and that is, as
we know, a very contentious issue. But
as the distinguished Republican leader
last night stated, we are trying to ar-
rive at a point where we can have a
good, strong debate. It will take co-
operation, it will take compromise so
we can be in a position to have this de-
bate so all Senators can voice their
opinion and, hopefully, we can settle
on a finite number of pieces of legisla-
tion to vote on. That is my goal, and I
hope we can do that. Certainly the
American people deserve this debate.

(The remarks of Mr. REID pertaining
to the introduction of S. 439 are printed
in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Statements
on Introduced Bills and Joint Resolu-
tions.”’)

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I apologize
to my friend for taking so much time,
but sometimes one takes what time is
needed.

———————

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

———

IRAQ DEBATE

Mr. MCcCCONNELL. Mr. President,
with regard to today’s schedule, we
will be working, as the majority leader
indicated, on the timing of the Kyl
amendments. These are important
amendments which we are going to
want to have considered in a timely
fashion. Senator KyL will need to be
able to debate those amendments. We
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